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ton of what the Secretary agreed to on December 18. Having 
c -statement ’that we are unprepared to put forward any 
tiye solutk>n ourselves or to consider any put forward by the 
Jielps us considerably in our task of dealing with the french 
e problem. I am sure we can help further in preparing for what 
to^me without in any way backing away from the understand- 
ceached jin the December 18 talks. The Department's suggestion 
enext go-around take place in Bangkok in conjunction with 
£^|Manila Pact meeting is, in my opinion, excellent, and our first 
approach to the Quai on it was well received. We note that Eden has 
y^^dy agreed to it and trust this will help persuade the French and 
/permit us to confirm acceptance in a day or so. 

IxMx Again thanks for your helpful letter. 

. /Yours ever, 

. Ted 

• Theodore C. Achilles 


| ?■ • Memorandum of Discussion at the 234th Meeting of the 
National Security Council, Washington, January 27, 1955 1 

Present at the 234th Council meeting were the President of the 
^ullnited States, presiding; the Vice President of the United States; the 
:\y. y -'Secretary, of State; the Secretary of Defense; the Director, Foreign 
\xx< : '//Operations Administration; and the Director, Office of Defense Mo- 
j-7 : y^biUMlfoa, Also present were the Secretary of the Treasury; the At- 
j^y>^!.toiroy/<k|neral (for Items 2 and 3); the Director, Bureau of the 
j »; fc -Chairman, Atomic Energy Commission; Mr. Washburn 

lyiMf - Director, U.S. Information Agency (for Item 4); the Special 
in Vietnam (for Item 4); the Deputy Secretary of De- 
1 the Secretary of the Navy, and Mr. 
|[:^^|poi^^br the Secretary of the Air Force {for Item 4); the Ohair- 
! 'CHief s of Staff; the Chief of Staff, U.S. Army; the Chief 

! i':-plofT4aval Operations; Oerveral White Tor the Chief of Staff, U.S. Air 
the Commandant, U.S. Marine -Corps (for Item 4); theDi- 
'.^^^Teptor^Policy Planning Staff, Department of State; the, Counselor, 
^||p^ 4); Assistant Secretary of State Robert- 

4); -the Director of -Central Intelligence; Robert -Cutler, 
/>S|yos€ph' ; M. Dodge, and Nelson A. Rockefeller, Special Assistants to 

: >: • v 

m' '■'■}: Library, Whitman File, NSC Records. Top Secret Drafted by 
A^v.^CleaWHi on January 28 . 
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• Vi-tary, NSC; and i^Oejpi^£x^bve^^e^J^f 
There follows a Nummary •«f ^e-^lis^sipn?a 


&;tV --.-: * *v:v • . ' • •*,.? 


. ’-the main joints faken.;^ •', _ 

{Here follows <lisnisrion.'^fitem^ 
ments Affecting fJ5. Security" 

pean SateUite Voinerabilities'', and 3 . .^Si|P$ ,. v 

Anti-'Soyiet Political Activities".] ,. .. * -r. ■- 

4. Report on VUhuim for 4he National Security 

5429/S; 2 NSC Action No. 1259-o; 3 Memo for NS^|rom^€xecu- 
tive Secretary, same subject, dated fanuary.. ; 24,j^^ ^ 

At this point the Vice President was obliged i o ieave ‘ ■ 
ing. General Collins -entered, together with other . : ’■ 
people, including the Service "Secretaries and -the ' ' ■ 

General Collins asked Mr. Cutler how -long. he;woj^ 
his oral report. Mr. Cutler asked -how long CeneraJi^^lJ^^^ »§§§ 
General Collins replied, twenty -minutes. ■• : ygffi 
General Collins said his -oral report 

main parts. "First, the situation as heviud^se^-' it i 

Saigon; second, the -seven-point grogr^^pr;^ 

him and the French Commander-in-Chief,CJ^^ 

major factors upon which the outcojne^ 

depend. He would conclude, he said, 

General Collins said -that when 
-ed a situation of open rebellion, -of 
stigator. He had succeded . in topping '?fh&<febe^^ 
ultimately got Hinh out of -the ' <ountry;ff • Wheri^^ 

France, Hinh had been stupid €nou &b to 
ished him off, for the time -being at least - ■ 




"Once Hinh was out of the way, things 
General Collins said -that he could “mp on^fli^seiSS^pS^^ 

program -which he would -now describe. First of the^ven points was ^ ' , 

*Dated December 22, 1954; for text, see itvxgn ReIa^^A9$2^9^y^ xn,Fart l. 

' p. 1062. • . •• •'■.■' ■ ' -'v^' 

Paragraph e of NSC Action *N q. * 259, ^opt^ at^he-5U^^ ^ ; ; 

on November 2, 1954, leads as follows:' jj 


'^The NSCJNoted that theTfesidenUs a^^ 

the Special Representative of the United "Stateiln V^uxge of JaU^^^ ^yM ef^jgee^ r *\ . 
Vietnam/ uF^partment of. Stote/S/S4sf$C^MiscelIaiM^^ _ 

For text^of the memorandum'of -discussionratfhe.NSC '• • 

Action No, 1259, see 'Foreign */Widw«,1952r- r l?S4ifok^»Fartl/p^ 

4This memorandum transmitted the Collins ^-report to : 

State, "S/P-NSC Files: -Lot *20 1, Far^East, US.-Policy Towaid£rG)U^^ 

Vietnam) The Collins report is printed as Document -24. • • . ,' ^ ., 
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t° 'Nationalize the Vietnamese armed forces and to deed 
arm ^ es w ^ich were -being maintained -by the sects, 
* e * fC had done this. General Collins said, by an- 
sim ply that the United States would support but one army, 

S he -.Vietnamese National Army. Tilings were now being squared 
iyay, and if only Hinh -keeps out of the way the outlook will be 
^favorable. 

P oint; The Vietnamese National Army, which had 
; ^^^p^^^y/.h e en concentrated in and about Saigon, was now in the 
deployed throughout the country, with the duty of 
out the so-called "national security program". This involved 
-^yer ^civilian control in various areas from the Vietminh. Sue- 
' a cess: in this enterprise was fundamental to a favorable solution for 
IFree Vietnam. 

I J?. £T\ ,£_ } | »V* I> ‘ . 

third point in the program involved the reorganization of 
v * *; the national armed forces of Vietnam. Prime Minister Diem has for- 
^§?^^^9 ueste d die United States to undertake the training of this 
; l 00 ' 000 personnel. 5 The new Defense Minister, 
^ re 6 ar d e d as promising. 

important point in the seven-point program had to do 
^resettlement of refugees from the Vie tminh-controlled area 
^§09^* 500/000 * uc h refugees had already fled from North 
the south. It was quite a thrilling sight, added General 
0o -see the -refugee camps. While their squalor was disheart- 
h>°k courage from the fortitude of these people who had 
-berty and democracy that they had fled from their homes, 
^^^atproblem was now where to settle them in places were they 
^ dving,-or how to get them onto the land. To complicate 
S^S^^^||pO/000 additional refugees were anticipated before the clos- 
ui April and May. 






die next point in the seven-point program was 
^P^llgp^ected with the resettlement problem the program for 
This program, said -General Collins, would be an- 
shortly. Prime Minister Diem's regime feels that it can 
djnot now under actual cultivation and hold such land over 
Jpfgthree years. Thereafter the tenant holders might conceiv- 
iWf^ ^ctual -ownership through recourse to loans from capital 
^anks which are to be established. This was a vital program. 
.^^ jPOint involved the creation of a Vietnamese National 
i^Wy^for the moment, «Bao Dai was the only existing source of 
*vjer in Vietnam. He could even fire Diem if fie were so 

i :i - v 

oFthe communique -released by Oiem on January 20 announcing and 
gj^^y ump a rian g this -tequest is in telegram 2877 from Saigon, January 21. (Department of 
75IC.5-MSP/1-2155) 
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minded. Accordingly, it was 
Assembly as -rapidly as poss 




sembly were -not ^possible under present -^^ditions^ r ; 

create at once a provisional and ’appoindve^ass^bly,. ; \ 

assembly with -constijtuent powers. Hie FirstHhing Fhat^^n^tuent ^ iv • ' 
assembly would do would -be to-throw outFSao ^nd - cann ot *v^-- 
be spared j ust yet. -General <#)llins -^expressed i v : 

vocation of ^e provisipnal assembly could 
. within -the next month: 'Xb' r + r 

The next point in ihe program had •to do 
nomic conditions in Vietnam. As a -result -oF r?ecenfjrx>i^^ 

Pans, Vietnam was now a truly Tree country From an pconoxnic point 
oF view For the first time. While much remains -tobe^one;?^ 
omy seems to be on the right track. There will be an obvious need. 

For FJ:S. Financial advisers, and we must remember fhat fhe fvcench, 

are very sensitive to American participation in ; - ^ j 

The next Field is one which the Trench • th p rp s-p* 
duced: the program For cultural -r^ons^d^ucatjo^^^^^^^^^Si' 
lins pointed out that here again the ; 

retaining their cultural leadership. 
believed in the wisdom of -Go v^mpr ^ ta 
the Michigan^State FJnivmity, which^ 

■ stitute of Public Administration . 6 

®Dr. Wesley R. Pishel of Michigan State -Coll ege pater ! 
1950 and became a close personal Friend. AtOiem's «qu«t;f iriielcaim^ 

August 1954 as a -consultant to the Vietnamese :' 

ranged for a survey team of four MSU-faculty members totour I 

die team recommended the creation of a technical assistance program iq'pub {ig?^mfn 
istration, economics, public information, and pol ire admia i st ra rio ri'ais a 
existing U.S. assistance. (Arthur F. Brandstetter, James 

worth, and -Edward W. Weidner, Chief of Mission, * 

sion From Michigan SUteCollege ForPublic Administratio^iHiblicFnfSa^^^^^^^^^® >• 
Administration, and Public ’Finance and Fconomic^f-^Saigon.^ktober 3 6^ Qfii) ' 

o graphed) is in Michigan State "University Archives and 

Papers, UA 2.1.12, Box G, Vietnam Project 19S4) •■/ l 

In two contracts between Michigan "State and jhe jiQA ^ f 

Vietnam, signed in. April andMay oF 1955, tcspecrively Fwl^-^/aut^^^^^S^^^^ J 
. up to 30 people to Vietnam, where most of its jeiy>nnp| \yA|y p j ■■ 
the -National Institute of AdministraUon; J lhe 4 >ub]icMariiutmnp : 

piemen ted, and the program in -economics was small m-cpniparisoritoltheirivb^nfici '^^^^^^^^^ * 
pal projects in public and police 'administrationls^e^^t^p^'^liS^eM^^tei^^^^^ ••" 
August -19, 1955, is in -Department of^Utey F£/SEAPiles;^Lot^53 D ' 

Pot a survey of MSU's role in Vietnam by members nf i 

'Scigliano and -Guy Pox, 'Technical Assislancc in -tfehumvlhe Mkhfa'&alerUM 3 

otcrfNew York, Praeger, 1965). ^ •••^^ 

The largest collection of the records of what became known j? 

University Group <MSUG> is the Vietnam Project Archive, 4ocat^ at^hjS 
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"i & : _^iast in the -seven-point program was the effort -to broaden the 
t> £*k e present-government. As of the present, the sects have far 
a representation, in view of their lack of genuine interest in 
"Some little progress has been made in broad - 
4fg^ing this "base, but Prime Minister Diem is reluctant to take anyone 
his cabinet who he views as a potential rival. Hus, of course, 
|?^p^todudes the best candidates. 

-completing his discussion of the seven-point program, 
Collins -recapitulated the five factors in his written report, 
believed the outcome of the struggle to save Vietnam 

portion of General Collins' report dealt with the United 
assistance program. He spoke from two charts, the first enti- 
tled 'The Vietnamese Budget for Calendar Year 1955"; the second, 
"Cost Estimates: U.S. Support of Vietnam". The figures in the latter 
chart were identical with those set down in his written report, said 
Ceneral Collins, and he described this as the "proposition" he had 
recommended to FOA. 

' J .. In conclusion. General Collins stated that he certainly did not 
wish to appear to be too optimistic, but if all the things which he 
f recommended were carried through, there was at least a 50-50 
chance of saving South Vietnam from the Communists. 

At the conclusion of General Collins' oral report, the President 
asked Governor Stassen whether he had enough funds for Piscal Year 
.- '1955 and Fiscal Year 1956 to take care of the assistance program as 
General Collins. Governor Stassen replied in the affirma- 

President then turned to General Collins and said that the 
one thing which he had failed to give in his report was his own 
-guess as to what the Vietminh were likely to do in Free Vietnam. In 
-•i’eply. General CoHins stated that the French had recently obtained a 
^’report on this subject which they regarded as very trustworthy. This 
Intent* 01 * of the Vietminh for the time being to 
Tree Vietnam and observe strictly the rules of the game 
at -the Geneva Conference. However, said General Col- 
so-oalled national security program for Tree Vietnam 
out and the control of the Vietminh was seriously 
In Pfee- Vietnam, the Vietminh might well consider resort 
action to assure themselves of gaining or -retaining 
we? ^ ver firee , . .*• , . . ■: 

' < M I ’ ' v ■y > •; ' 

> ^\Xku versify Archives and Historical Collections. At the same location are the Tapers of 
A*’ Hannal ? and the Papers of Wesley R. Fishel. All three of -these collections are 
| * xitod and described in the Source -List accompanying this volume. Additional docu- 

I mentation is in the Collins Papers and in various decimal and lot files of the Depart- 
^:v^«ient^ofSute. 

’’ •••• - 
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Mr. "Cutler then pointed -out to ^he^Coun^l 
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c , . vw W * W Uil" ?' t‘ 

cil action on various points raised in the export* 

nature of the reconuneiKled Council actions. The first of **these~t^^ 

ommended actions called for a reaffirmation -by -the 'signatories of -the v 

Manila Pact. Assistant “Secretary of '"State’ ftoheit^n-^pxpj^^ 

opinion -that it wa^jessentiafl for the future -of free Vietnam^aiS^^f.' : 

validity of the Manila Pact l>e 'reaffirmed. - ; ' 

The -second action -recommended by the HPfanning ^ 
on the United "States to<ontinue to press the french T^nvmi m e nt -to 
carry out their part of the Minute of Understanding fjetween^e!^.^ . 
and France agreed to last September in* Washington, i - 

Secretary Dulles expressed the opinion that it was probably 'im- 
possible to get an absolutely -clear -decision on Vietnam from 11 the 
French. The difficulty was -getting the Trench to realize tha^ •'/; 

Vietnam is to be saved the ^United States will save it T «fn 
could not have a showdown with the -French beca us e they w il) fveyer - 
agree to one. We will accordingly have to live with ^e^roblem'^ 
an evolutionary process in the course oF which the french 
to realize the essential role of the U.S. in -saving Viefcrum^ 
not mean, said Secretary Dulles, that we should not !Cpntinue'^'|pi^^^|^: 
the French to live up to their agreements. 

General Collins cited M. La Chambre's recent TOsitfo^ 


Moreover, continued General Collinsville fre nrlf ^ 
to walk out on the Memorandum of Linders ta nd j tdod^ 
tween himself and Generally. These are things wh 
to get the French to put an end to. 

Secretary Dulles indicated that fie planned to -disarss^h^ tn 
ters at the ministerial level at the forthcoming Manila^act!^^ 
in Bangkok.® Discussion was not practical at an^earlier -datej^and 
anticipated strong support from Anthony Eden at Bangkok, 






A list of the -reconirnentations resulting frotn'the^Phnning SoAfd'f meeting on ' 
January 26, along with comments by the Bureauof Tar Eastern Affairs, are in a memo- 
randum by Voung, “Major -points, for tsfSC consideration -of XkneraICoUins # aepoctun “ ' 
Viet-Nam of January 27, 1955", January 26.^(Department ofSutei^^SC TOa: ibt 
620 1) . 

•for more detail on the purpose of La-Chambre's meeting with -BaoOai, 'see Coc-“ ' 
•february Z3-2S. ' 
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v **“* fourth recommendations of the Planning Board 

'• no ^ scuss i° n by the Council, and were promptly agreed 

' With respect to the fifth recommendation— calling for careful 
.P^P^ons to meet the eventuality of the all-Vietnam elections to 
‘® e inf^y 1956— Secretary Dulles pointed out that it was alto- 
mUSOry i0 that Ihe -United States could possibly suc- 

insetting any agreement by the Communists for calling off 
eIectionS/ which were of the Geneva Accord. There were 
said Secretary -Dulles, other techniques, many of which 

ver y familiar to the Soviets, for preventing the holding of these 

• a . sections « 

v The sbc * recommendation of the Planning Board, which called 
f °!j approval m Principle of the programs for U.S. military and non- 
•^^nutotary aid to Vietnam, as well as approval of the general magnitude 
- r£Ot the -costs of these programs, occasioned -a general discussion of the 
7 xl ^ program and of the availability of funds. In the course of 

'1 , orscussion. Governor Stassen said he could reassure the Council 

' t . . resources available to carry out the program and the 

. indicated by ^General Collins, while at the same time carrying 

• '•l§i^j c u” parable pK>gran,s for 1306 «* Cambodia. Governor Stassen 

immediate concern related to the attitude of the French 
P r °P osed support of the French Expeditionary Corps. We 
^g||iad indicated that we would provide only $100 million for this pur- 
3^^ppg^.and the French had replied that if we gave no more than this 

I ^gmount they would be obliged to cut the level of the Expeditionary 
below the agreed number of 75,000. 

Collins said that it would create a serious problem if the 
,” encb Expeditionary Corps were drastically cut prior to a 
of P roblem presented by the elections in Vietnam in July 
DuUeS ' on *• other hand, expressed the view that 
..^^^e.;.fta»ch were bluffing. General Collins agreed with him that it 
™ 1116 mlerests of die French themselves to -cut the size 

■ ^eir Expeditionary Corps much below the 75,000 figure. Admiral 
tford agreed with these views, and Governor Stassen expressed 
opinion that he should stand on the offer of $100 million. 

||Vith respect -to the Council's action approving as a general order 
paputode the eosts of the program of assistance to Vietnam 
llgllP^? ,e 113(1 -Presented, Ceneral Collins expressed the hope that lie ' 
MM ^g>e.-siven some -sort of definite figure before lie returned to 
,^^^^gon;next Thursday. Governor Stassen stated that lie was ready to 

9«h»-Hai«tag Board suggested continued support of Diem 
“■ feCOmme 4 SUg8eSt£d endor ™ of the Col- 



'recommend a figure now to the President if. the State^ 


agreed to it. - • • ■ /.■/ • . 

As to toe last Council action -recommended by -the Planning 
Board — namely, the -reaffirmation of toe validity of x)ur -policy -on 
Indochina set forth in NSC S429/S, whitoxaUed tortoeUS. to take 
all feasible measures to “save Vietnam — the President -observed that 
this was a good deal like repeating toe Doxology. • 

The -National Security Council: 1 11 - . . , . . . .. 

a. Noted and discussed an oral summary of toe subject report by 
■General J. Lawton Collins, "Special Representative in Vietnam, trans- 
mitted by toe reference memorandum, 

b. Agreed that the -United States should; : ? 

t( 1) Seek action at toe Bangkok Conference by signatories 
to toe Manila Pact to reaffirm toek determination: to react, in 
accordance with the Pact, if hostilities are renewed in Indo- 
china. : - ' •• ' v • i 

(2) Because toe survival of Pree Vietnam is ^problematical l 

without french support, contmueto press thePrench Govern- v v ‘ t 
ment to carry out toeir part of Otoe'S imto^a^O^bne 4!itoutegv:/\^j 
of Understanding and toe principal provisions bf CbUin^ ! 

Ely Memorandum of Understanding. - 

•^31 Continue to support toe [Soulhi-'.Yietoa^ •-**. vt • • ! 

headed by Diem.. ■ ; ■ & j . 


c. Endorsed the -continuation of toe •^mergflhfytpm ^^ 
tuted in South Vietnam covering toe miUtaiy dstab^hmenJ^Sgra^Si^^^^*r 
reform, -refugee resettlement, fiscal management^and^t 
ment of a national . assembly. : ■ ^Vv'v 

•d. Noted that the State "Oepartment.is;?stodjm^^ 
mend to toe Council within toe 

with -reference to the : aU- Vietnam • election^ i 

under the terms of toe Geneva 

e. Approved in principle toeprogra^^toil ifa -mil* , 
tary aid for South Vietnam, and ihe^eneiralt^ ■ 

toe costs thereof; subject to r action toy^^spcmsible^epatop^^^mii^^^^; ; 
agencies to screen such programs 4ii ^detail 
availability of funds -therefor in accoidancevritotoe^^ 
ary process, if possible prior to General Colling ietui^^ 


ary process, if possible prior to.General'rC^llTO^i«^«S 
nam. /--.v 

( P n VfCi rrw /wi^ «-kt« 1 A a A Lt— 


* f . -Reaffirmed paragraph <10-a of 

-Note: The actions in b, c, e and T above, 

President, subsequently transmitted to toe^Gperat^^ 

Board as toe coordinating agency tor < 5NSG^ 

ance in toe implementation -of paragraph of Iwprif ~ j 

1 ‘The following paragraphs aid note institute No:S^ f 

copy^f which is inOepartmeiiF ofSute/S/S^SC{Miscellaneous^ 
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as approved by -the President, subsequently transmitted to the 

r - ‘Soor aI.^ kV' Vf .O i . • _ 

S. Everett Gleason 
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Pam, January 28 , 1955 — £ p.m . 

33.95, Roux gave us this afternoon French Govt position on Sec- 
rotary's proposal {Deptel 2629 2 ), saying that Mendes personally had 
asked bim convey these views to us. Roux said that with exception 
•two minor modifications in text -letter from Ely to Collins on MAAG 
training role, French Govt prepared accept two points contained -Sec- 
retary's proposal. As regards letter from Ely to Collins, French Govt 
prefers combine first two sentences US suggested draft to read as fol- 
lows: "It is agreed that all -US and French advisory and {raining per- 
sonnel assigned or detached to the Vietnamese armed forces will be 
under the -direction of the Chief MAAG acting under the -general au- 
ority of -the Commander in Chief". Roux reiterated reasons (second 
para.reftel 3 ) for eliminating phrase in first sentence "US personnel 
wilpbe assigned" and for use term "Commander in Chief" instead of 
more personalized reference to "Gen Ely". Roux said, however, that 
^as decided not ask for inclusion reference letter from 

• diat MAAG responsibilities be carried out "in con- 
formity with agreements in force" •( third point second para reftel), 

, ^Principal point french -Govt position as outlined by Roux that 
indicated third para reftel. Roux reiterated that since French -Govt 
prepared give US assurances in form letters proposed by Secretary 

• subject-above modifications, and since this then presumably would 
satisfy US criticism of shortcomings french January 7 proposal, 
french Govt hoped that US Govt -could see its way dear to meet 

Stite ' Centfal F ‘ leS ' 7S1C S/1 - MS5 - 

>;*Ooqiment 26. 

fa ? ica ‘ to « »» the source text of the specific number of -the tef- 
AduUe ? » apparently -referring to telegram 3173from Paris, January 
c0Ilcem b y “ unnamed -foreign Ministry official (whose po- 
K-lw? 0 < 2 uiJ <i^3rsay -coincided wrth -Roux's) that Mendes-France was under in- 
at i* ome to insure that the -Geneva Accords were strictly -observed. 
P ereoiulel *’ riU be assigned" conceivably opened the door to charges 
i ^^ ^P^^^jntandad » increase the MAAG ceiling in Vietnam above the 
t ■fi eu *allnwwM.„ag.vT. Accords. (Department of State, Central -files, 7 S 1 G. 5 / 1 - 




\ 



equally “Strong -french desiresdoj 

french -US approach Vietnamese Covt.Roux ^aM"once : agSn 
french desired rise document ed! as f r^chjanuaty7 -proposal in 
approach Vietnamese Govt -in order “underiin^ Ijoinf franco - 
American approach and In "order have agr^d^ocument^that could if 
necessary he made public and that oould^be us^^in^jonnection with 
possible future french Parliamentary inquiries-f or example. *Roux 
concluded saying -that -he personally thought frendi proposal -reason- 
able and that he hoped that we could settle this matter c^uiddy and 
to satisfaction -both sides- ^ 

With -respect to Cambodian army -training problem ^Embtel 
3174 4 ), Roux said this "much -more delicate matter 7 ' and that prelimi- 
nary french views this -regard -being transmitted french Embassy 
Washington for presentation to Department. 

Achilles 

■* . f \ 

4 Not printed. 
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30. Telegram From the Acting ‘Secretary of ;State ^■the^^'^- 
Embassy in France 1 • : ^y : 

A ■; 

Washington, -February 

2726. Paris 3195 repeated Saigon 485. 8 We 
over potential -misunderstanding which 
of January 7 version as "agreed-document 
made public". Our position is -that French versionli^^ 
satisfactory to -U.S. After talking with <jeneral Co llifl s iqwev^.and 
since we desire see -early ^iution this importanf; 
feels French revision dated January 7 of ^y«sGoIlin^i|to^ 
derstanding is acceptable, only if implemented in^nj^ with a 
letter from General fly to *Oiem -regarding autonon^|and a letter 
from General fly to General Collins defining the iole^o£~ihe U S«i 
MAAG. These three documents will therefore constitute a satisfac- 
tory substitute -for the original fly-Gollins memorandum of under- 


go wee: Department of State, Central t-iles, 75lGJ5/i-2855. Top"Secret Drafted 
bytioey and -cleared by Young, MacArthw, Murphy, andC!ollins : and in fUR. Re- 
peated for information to Saigon.DulIefi ivason vacationuutside Washington January 
29-February 7 *5. t Princeton -University tibraxy/ Dii^ ‘Papers, HDulIes Appoi ntment 
Book) • • ,• : 

_*SupnL ■ ... •• -y- 



